Surgical physician assistants help solve contemporary problems.
Recent surveys performed by the AAPA estimate that in 2002 approximately 183 million visits were made to PAs and 223 million medications were prescribed or recommended by PAs. The AAPA estimates that just more than 46,000 PAs currently are in clinical practice, with New York and California having the largest numbers of practicing PAs. Helen Keller said, "The most pathetic person in the world is the person who has sight but no vision." Most individuals accept life and its shortcomings, but visionaries are different. They see not only that which is evident, but also that which exists in imagination. Visionary physicians and surgeons who aided in the creation of the physician assistant and use of PAs in surgery include: Eugene Stead, MD; John Kirklin, MD, FACS; E. Harvey Estes, Jr., MD; Richard Smith, MD, FACS; and Marvin Giledman, MD. They believed that well-educated nonphysicians could work alongside physicians as a team and, thus, expand the delivery of health care in America. PAs have crossed into the new millennium with new challenges. Together, as a team with supervising surgeons, PAs can meet the challenges and establish new alliances that will alleviate today's constraints. As Rear Adm. Kenneth P. Moritsugu, MD, MPH, Deputy Surgeon General, said, "Physician assistants are ideal partners and professionals in the nation's health system. They are colleagues with physicians to assure improved access to quality health care in a cost-effective manner.